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Abstract 
I attempt to offer an analysis of C. Wright’s view on meaning indeterminacy (as he set it 
out in his article “The Indeterminacy of Translation” (1998)). In particular, I claim that 
Professor Wright’s conception of indeterminacy is based on the usual but mistaken idea 
that indeterminacy is unavoidably linked to behaviorism. I claim that Quinean 
indeterminacy only requires ‘sententiality principle’ and meaning/belief holism; it is 
independent of any assumptions about behaviorism, physicalism, innatism or any thesis 
of the ilk.  
I argue, furthermore, that this confusion motivates an additional one, which reflects 
itself in Professor Wright’s taxonomy of indeterminacy grades. C. Wrights bases his 
taxonomy on the possibility of finding out or not a sentence’s truth-conditions, but this 
is not what Quinean indeterminacy is about. Quinean indeterminacy assumes that 
sentences’ truth-conditions have been correctly identified. I argue that Professor Wright 
has in mind a Wittgensteinian indeterminacy, not the Quinean one.  
To conclude, I try to defend the indeterminacy thesis from Professor Wright’s 
accusation – and indeed a common one – about its undermining realism with regard to 
meanings or propositional attitudes. I argue in favor of a Davidsonian reading of the 
thesis, which makes it ontologically innocuous, in particular as it regards mental states, 
propositional attitudes, meaning or reference.  
 


