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Abstract

The “syntactic priority thesis' is a central part of the neo-Fregean programme of Crispin
Wright and Bob Hale. According to this, there is no more to an expression being a
singular term than syntactically behaving as one, and no more to a singular term
referring than appearing in a true atomic statement. This supposedly follows from
Frege's context principle that "it is only in the context of a proposition that words have
any meaning'.

In this paper, | wish to explore the consequences of syntactic priority as applied to
linguistic entities other than singular terms, and in particular to quantifiers. | shall
discuss two such consequences. Firstly, I shall argue that syntactic priority answers
some problems which have been raised for quantifier variance. Secondly, | shall argue
that one consequence of syntactic priority for quantifiers is that there can be no
absolutely general quantification.



